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Abstract

Given the significance of India and Pakistan in Afghanistan’s foreign policy, the
escalation of tensions and conflict between the two states generates adverse
implications for Afghanistan. A thorough understanding of these implications is
essential for formulating an effective and coherent national strategy in the domain
of foreign policy, which constitutes the central concern of this study (Objective).
Without doubt, considering the political and economic roles of both India and
Pakistan in Afghanistan, as well as the strategic importance of both countries for
Kabul, an intensification of hostilities between them would produce profound
repercussions for Afghanistan. The principal question addressed herein is the
political and security consequences of the India-Pakistan conflict for Afghanistan
(Research Question).

The authors endeavor to examine the ramifications of this conflict for
Afghanistan’s national security within the framework of constructivist theory.
They argue that the escalation of hostilities between India and Pakistan constitutes
a serious threat to Afghanistan’s national security (Hypothesis). To substantiate
this hypothesis, the article first explores the nature and underlying causes of the
historical dispute between the two countries, and subsequently analyzes the
conflicting national interests and foreign policy objectives of both actors in
relation to Afghanistan. The study concludes by emphasizing that a balanced
orientation in diplomatic relations, the pursuit of a shared understanding of
regional threats, and the consolidation of equidistant relations with both countries
should form the cornerstone of Afghanistan’s foreign policy strategy in
addressing this conflict.

Keywords: Constructivism, Afghanistan and India, India-Pakistan conflict,
balance of power, national security.
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