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Freedom of Expression in the Logic of the Holy Qur'an
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Abstract

The Holy Qur'an, which outlines the fundamental principles of human
sciences, regards humans as inherently free beings. Freedom is a
multifaceted concept, one of whose manifestations is "freedom of
expression.” Given the propaganda and accusations by adversaries
claiming that Islam opposes "freedom of expression™ and does not
allow divergent thoughts and tastes to emerge, explaining this concept
within the framework of the Qur'anic discourse and the perspectives of
commentators is a pressing necessity.

This study, utilizing library and software resources, adopts a
descriptive-analytical method and an interrogative thematic
interpretation approach to address the question: What is the concept of
"freedom of expression” in the logic of the Qur'an?

The Holy Qur'an, in verses that permit debate and dialogue with
opponents and command listening to others' opinions, recognizes the
right to guidance, social oversight, and inquiry for all members of
society. It instructs both leaders and communities to seek and provide
counsel, encourages the oppressed to seek justice, and prohibits
concealing the truth. The Qur'an views "freedom of expression” not
only as permissible but, in certain instances, as essential.

The reasoning behind citing this collection of verses to affirm “freedom
of expression” is that these actions cannot be realized unless the
expression of opinions and views is unrestricted. Therefore, in the logic
of the Qur'an, expressing one’s desires and mental concepts is
considered free. However, it is important to note that expressing
intellectual reserves is not without constraints; it is bounded by the
frameworks of Sharia, reason, logic, and knowledge.

Keywords: Holy Qur'an, Qur'anic logic, freedom of expression, Sunni
and Shia commentators.
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